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virtually won her case by the end of May. Fawkener arrived at St. Petersburg on 24th May, and soon found himself involved in a series of gorgeous fetes which proclaimed the wealth and power of the Empress and her entire indifference to all that England might do. For the irksome details of business he was referred to the Ministers and Prince Potemkin. The latter boasted in his lordly way of his resolve to seize Constantinople, wage eternal war on the miscreant Turks, and finally conquer Egypt. After a delay of three weeks the Empress received Fawkener graciously at a ball; she assured him of her admiration of Burke's "Reflections " on the French Revolution, and expressed her horror of that event as well as her regret at the sympathy of Fox with it She petted her grandson, Alexander, and ostentatiously avoided all reference to the subject of Fawkener's mission, except that, when a dog chanced opportunely to bark, she said, "Dogs that bark do not always bite." So matters dragged on, it being the aim of Catharine to gain another .success on the Danube, to win over Leopold definitely to her side (as Fawkener found to be the case by 2ist June), and to sow discord among Britons.1
In this last she achieved a startling success. On i^th June there arrived at St. Petersburg Mr. (afterwards Sir) Robert Adair, who later on was to figure as a diplomatist under the Ministry of Fox and that of AH the Talents. We may accept his solemn declaration, in a letter written in the year 1842, that Fox had no hand in sending- him on this so-called "mission";1 but we arc able to correct Adair's version in several respects, from documents in the " Pitt Papers," which Bishop Tomline, when challenged by Adair, thought fit to withhold.'
Adair asserted in 1842 that his object in going to Russia was not to oppose Pitt's policy of recovering Oc/.akofT, because that Minister had already renounced it in obedience to the mandate of Parliament. This, as we have seen, is incorrect; for when
1 "F. O.," Russia, 21. Fawkencr and Whitworth lo Grenville, igth, z?th, 31 at May, i8th and aist June. So, too, Ewart wrote to Grenville, on iSlh June (after receiving news from St. Petersburg); " No answer will be given (by the Russian Ministers) to the Allies till after the return of the last messenger to London, for ihe purpose of knowing if they might rely with certainty on the English Government being unable to take active measures in any case" ("F. O.," Prussia, 21).
*  " Memorials of Fox," ii, 383-7.
*  Pill MSS., 337 i Tomline, ill, 308-13. early in May. U.M. Add. MSK., 3.1437.  Lialon lo aicnvillc, 2?th May i?9'«tt MSS., 132).
